Provides a selective bibliography of English language multimedia resources for librarians, teachers, students, and activists interested in anarchism. Includes lists of suggested books, encyclopedias, journals, music, Web sites, e-books, videos, and indexes, as well as selection tools to assist librarians in developing anarchist collections.
Introduction
In 1999, protests against the World Trade Organization and the "Battle in Seattle" put the word "anarchy" back into the popular political vocabulary. Since then, international demonstrations against war and neoliberalism have often involved groups of explicitly antiauthoritarian, anti-capitalist youth. Who are these young people and what kind of politics is motivating them? For many, the answer is anarchism.
Anarchism is a political philosophy concerned with the freedom of the individual from the power of the state and other forms of authority. Some confusion can arise, however, over the distinction between "left" and "right" versions of anarchism.
"Left" anarchists are not only opposed to state power, but also to private property, inequality and capitalism. "Right" anarchists (e.g. Ayn Rand) also oppose state power, but support an unfettered capitalism and the central role of private ownership.
This paper focuses only on the "left" variety of anarchism, which emerged out of the liberal and socialist movements of the nineteenth century. Anarchism reached its zenith in Spain in the 1930s, collectivizing agriculture and industries, before being crushed by totalitarianism. Its influence around the world began to wane with the rising power of the Soviet Union and the increased prosperity of the post-war era.
Despite its overall decline in popularity, however, anarchism experiences short bursts of interest and influence amongst activist intellectuals and young people every decade or so, most dramatically with the rise of the New Left in the 1960s. Interest arose again during the Punk era of the 1970s, then again with the growth of the Internet and "cyberanarchy" in the 1990s, and today with the activities surrounding the anti-globalization, anti-neoliberal, and anti-imperialist struggles.
As a result, librarians can expect user interest in this topic to rise, fall, and rise again, and should therefore be prepared with a well-managed collection of classic and contemporary material.
This guide was written to assist librarians, teachers, students and activists in their anarchist research. The resource lists are by no means comprehensive, but will instead direct researchers toward some of the best materials available in English.
Subject headings
In addition to the materials recommended in this bibliography, further information will be found using some of the following subject headings: 
Selection tools
Mainstream selection tools will not review much of the material that would make up a strong anarchist collection. While it is important to continue to make use of resources such as Publishers' Weekly, Choice, the Times Literary Supplement, etc., more specialized tools are available. The following sources would be useful for academic or larger public libraries.
Alternative Press Review, PO Box 4710, Arlington, VA, USA, 22204-4710.http://www. altpr.org/ Original articles, reprinted essays, and reviews ranging from zines to academic journals and books.
Jones, M.J. et al. (1999) , Annotations: A Guide to the Independent Critical Press, 2nd ed., Alternative Press Center, Baltimore, MD, USA A directory of alternative periodicals, complete with detailed annotations, subscription prices, and contact information.
Broken Pencil: The Magazine of Zine Culture and the Independent Arts, PO Box 203, Station P, Toronto, ON, Canada M5S 2S7, http://www.brokenpencil.com/ Devoted exclusively to underground culture and independent arts, featuring articles, fiction, interviews, zine excerpts, and reviews of books, Web sites, zines, videos, and art. 
Reference works
There are few reference works specifically on anarchism. Most are more general sources on revolution and revolutionaries, which often carry some useful information on anarchism. However, one source does stand out for its focus on the topic, and makes an excellent starting point for research.
Gay, K. and Gay, M.K. (1999), Encyclopedia of Political Anarchy, ABC-CLIO, Santa Barbara, CA This covers the people, organizations, events, and ideas comprising political anarchy. Entries provide cross-references and bibliography, including references to Web sites. Includes a comprehensive bibliography and detailed subject index.
Some general reference sources include the following.
Goldstone, J. (1998), The Encyclopedia of Political Revolution, Congressional Quarterly, Washington, DC Includes scholarly entries on international revolutionary events. Little specific information on anarchism, but still a useful overview.
Hyams, E. (1973), A Dictionary of Modern
Revolution, Allen Lane, London A concise introduction to revolutionary events, people and ideas, with several relevant anarchist entries.
van Creveld, M. (1996) , Encyclopedia of Revolutions and Revolutionaries: From Anarchism to Zhou Enlai, Facts on File, New York, NY A source of further background material which includes biographical sketches and historical overviews.
Essential texts
The following texts represent some of the central works of these important anarchist writers, are significant anthologies, or provide some of the most comprehensive overviews of the subject. Any of these would be appropriate for academic or larger public libraries. , one of anarchism's most prolific modern intellectuals.
International texts
Internationalism is a fundamental component of anarchist thought and action. The following books provide insight into how anarchism developed in different countries. 
China

Recent publications
Anarchist ideas are still of interest to writers, who continue to explore its theories and practices. Some recent publications include the following. 
Journals
The majority of anarchist journals are produced in the spirit of "do it yourself" (DIY), making them locally focused and largely invisible to indexes. There are some, however, that have a wider distribution and exposure. 
Other formats
Library collections must include formats beyond books and periodicals, and important additions to an anarchist collection would include Web sites, e-books, pamphlets, music, and videos.
Web sites
The Web is an incredible research source for those interested in anarchism, having become the DIY pamphlet of the modern era. By starting with more scholarly sites, and branching out from their recommended links, one uncovers a wealth of information.
Anarchist Archive -http://dwardmac.pitzer. edu/Anarchist_Archives/ An archive of the collected full-text works of major anarchists and an online history of anarchists and anarchist movements world-wide.
The Emma Goldman Papers -http://sunsite. berkeley.edu/goldman/ A wonderful multimedia resource, with primary documents, images, video, secondary school curriculum resources, and more.
Flag.blackened.net -http://flag.blackened. net/ One of the best anarchist sites online. Provides overviews and background to the subject, as well as news, discussions, zines, and links.
Infoshop-http://infoshop.org/ A huge collection of links and articles about anarchism. Good source of upcoming events, such as conferences and bookfairs. Features the Anarchist Librarians Web, the online magazine, Practical Anarchy, and the Internet Anarchist University.
Institute for Anarchist Studies -http://www. anarchist-studies.org/ Scholarly anarchist site. Provides a recommended reading list.
The Kate Sharpley Library -http://www. katesharpleylibrary.net/ Dedicated to researching and restoring the history of the anarchist movement and regularly publishes information on lost areas of anarchist history.
Contains an extensive Yiddish anarchist bibliography.
The Spunk Library -http://www.spunk.org/ Another useful online library of full-text anarchist documents. Includes a title and subject catalogue.
ZNet -http://www.zmag.org/ Features a huge, continuously updated library of full-text articles from anarchists and antineoliberals such as Noam Chomsky and Naomi Klein on daily issues. Includes online tutorials, videos, Z Magazine online, and an "Anarchy Watch" section.
Music
From the labour songs of the IWW to the antiauthoritarian themes of contemporary political bands, music has always been an important part of the anarchist tradition and the "festival of the oppressed". 
Ephemera
Another important source of anarchist information is the wealth of material that can be found in locally produced, DIY posters and pamphlets. These have no distribution source other than the active "leg-work" of the librarian or researcher and his or her contacts in the community. Visits to alternative bookstores, cafes, theatres, and other gathering places can provide a steady supply of such material, which lies at the heart of any anarchist community. Such ephemera provide a rare insight into the day-to-day activism and politics of local anarchists and allows for the development of a valuable historical record of a lesser known side to many communities.
Academic, research, and larger public libraries may be interested in not only collecting posters and pamphlets, but also indexing and possibly digitizing some of it, making it available to an even wider audience.
Censorship note
An important issue librarians should be aware of regarding this topic is censorship. Anarchism has challenged power and the powerful for generations, by methods both legal and illegal, and has been attacked both as a movement and as an idea. As a result, libraries should be prepared for challenges to any anarchist materials in their collection, whether in print or online (the strong popular connection between anarchism and terrorism makes this more important today than it has been for many years).
One title that is often included on censorship lists is Powell's (2001) The Anarchist Cookbook, a terrorist manual that provides different "recipes" for home made explosives, instructions for demolishing bridges, etc. This book is quite controversial, and most anarchists renounce it as having little to do with their philosophy at all. Poorly written, it is also very dangerous, as many of the "recipes" could potentially kill the "cook". It has, however, been recently re-printed and is available from Amazon.com and other distributors. Despite the censorship interest, this is not an essential work to include in an anarchist collection. It is of low quality and is only incidentally related to the subject.
Another intellectual freedom issue for anarchist materials relates to the rise of Internet filtering, as many of the filtering programs include "anarchism" and "anarchy" in their exclusion lists. This would make accessing the wealth of anarchist material online impossible. It is important that researchers and librarians are aware of this issue, so that low search results are not mistakenly interpreted as a lack of information on this topic.
Finally, librarians in some countries may also wish to make their users aware that government authorities could potentially be tracking any Internet use, searching for behavior that might be interpreted as subversive or terrorist.
Conclusion
Any developing anarchist collection would strongly benefit from having a solid core of classic texts combined with an infusion of new materials and non-book formats. Libraries could present a selection of these materials in a public display to show them off to the community, perhaps to coincide with May Day or the next antiglobalization protest. 
Further reading
